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Intcrro~fl't.\.l,)n,of " !"!. ~ , • , FuNK, W{'l.lther

Tine ., ,.' ;.= ....' ••,,~ • " • • • 8 l\'ovcmbcr 1945, JJII.

By ..... , ... ".,' ••• ' • • • • 1W. H. R. Snckctt

" Witness :Jt':t:.;s t}ll.it hu Vias a9Pointcd Pres Chief of the Reich
, in J~nuary 193;; and iil lA.."\rch 1933 bUC1'U:itl all UnCi :..-dccrctf,ry in thto Reicts·
Ministry at Propl~g"nda hl:mdt:d by Goebbcls. Also st£',tes tUclt in 1933 he.

~:'Qeco.mo a Vice President of thli: Reichs Chp.l':J.ber of CUlture 1tno COlltiuued
.' 'as such theroafter. '
,.;. ,;1' ,

, Witncos stnt us Sch,ncht Tosigned a~ Minist;:;r of Eco~',omicG boco.uso
.~ of his rofusn~ to acce~t cOntrol being exercised over his Ministry by

P' Goeri:<f, f.'.~ Heed of the Four Year Pl;m. Funk eccoptcd appointl,lcnt e.s
,~nister of Economics in In.nu'1ry 1938 in slJite of 'such control.

:' 'Witness <:.drnits ~6wlod8e of the, Rcichs Defense Lmv 01' 1935 ~md
states.1\e wus appointed plenipotentiary for Economics r.:s successor to

. ,.,schacht. Ac1r.lits :thllt t,l:.~d;;;r tllt; Reichs Defense Law nio ML~istry cen-
, 'cerned itself with plcnnin~ for,war in the economic field, but states

",' that this was done by anU:c..:lr-Sccrotiry ~nd that he was not uctive until
~. }~he ,Ministerial Council fOl' tau De1'ense of th~ Reich v~as cruat~d in
,9. . AUGust 1939. Dc:::ss x":,,,olloctiu,l of the Reichs Council for Defense nnd
, .~ state-oJ thf1t he never ho<:.rd 'of tho "Three m-:-.n Collose". '
I ,'~ \ 1 ~.

:'1;: " '. ,f\.drtlits ':hat thJ)1in~stcr~f.\lCou: ~il fer thl;; Dofenso of tnu Reich I

issued. nUl:lerCIlS decrr:c ' ::,vs between 1 .., () ')ter'L'oer end 1 Decenbcr 1939. but,
• '''stutos 'thnttho cO~1cli \lid not meet tho~eafter but passed on laws which
~ -were cirCUlated to its :,lembers ~
J ' ,

I,\.» '\

) 'viitncso ~<u;}its rtis~onsibility for 0.11 laws passed by ·the cabinet
or the Ministerial 'Cn'l:i1cil 1'or'~h(; Do1'ense of t!:<; Roich After)1(.; bucll.i11~

Ministor of EC'::10.~.ics ill i938\ hdr.1its forl:mlatilig and issuinc:; decree
" . laws eliminating Jews from the;, eC0110i,lic lifo of the Reich. \{itncs~ .-.Jus
,:'~.i,nterroBatod .:;.s to a long list of discriminatory 'aws pertaining to Jews
_;I".nc;l admits ,that ::e knew of pract iC:llly all of' th· ". :.nd approved of thos e>. passed after he became Min~ttorof Economics. S..... 2t os that hu is respon-
, , sible alonG with tho other, Minie;tc:;:,s for'thr.; disorimination u&c.inst the

'iJcWS refiuctod by these iaw.~'" 1...d11it~ that the Jem) were practioally
:,~.J.avos and th::::.t he die. ~ot :'r~s~~, as 7iinister bucuUSG he was afraid he
, might 'be put into a concentrat"fon. 9alil:;-., AdJ:1its thnt hu held hir,lso1f out
,tt,~ ~e publio as approv-ing' ~f.. al+. the J.cwish discrit!!inatory laws althou~h'

'he says that in his heart 'he was ·not in favor of all of them. He r:.rpIJrovcd. ~~. ..... .
'~o,fj\<t\h.y procodure ub8.i,ns~, th~ Jcwo b(;)(~:.U3Q Hitler desir\Jd thu Siune.
,f: '

, .'.
\ ~: W~t:r..oss brol<u dO\l'n (-me wept bitterly on several occasions

, a~ing th~ interroga~~on as ~Q tA.G J:c,'/lsh Question. lJ.tl1ou:~h!lu W111its
i6sponsibility for theJ,owi.Qh.q.,1,s.<;:,J:;,iJUi,natory laws~. he denies any parti­

,q:pat1on in conoentr.at~9n camp,uotiv~t~es~
: ~':. '. ,
'.. ~.i'


