FUNK, Walther
Mr. H. R. Sackett

Tinc a.‘o'l ‘e "i‘ . o'. Ll 2att HEL Tl 8 ITOVUIH._bCI’ 1945, M

Witness st-pus thut he was aapoznucd Pres Chief of the Recich
‘in Jeanuary 1930 and in March 193% bucruis an Und .=35Ccerctary in the Reiers:
‘Ministry of Propaganda nhesded by Goebbels. Also states tuut in 1933 ha.
became o Vice President of the Rcichs Chvmbcr of Culturc Aand countinued
as such theroaftsr.

Witnoess statuaSchachbruJigued au Ministcr of Economica because
‘of his refusal to accept control being exercised over his Ministry by
Goering os Hocd of the Four Year Plan, Funk secepted avpointment as

Minister of Economics in Jnnuory 1958 in spitc of such control.

, Witness admits knowledzc of the Rcichs Defcnse Law of' 1935 and
_stataa he was appointed plenipotentiary for Zconomics a8 successor to
“Schacht. Admits that under the Reichs Defensc Law nis Ministry con-

cerned itself with planning for war in the economic field, but states

that this was done by an U dcr-Secrctary and that he was not active until
the Ministcrial Council for thu Dcfensc of the Reich was crested in

August 1939, Dcniss rucolloetiuva of the Reichs Council for Defensc and
statcs that ha nover hecrd of the "Three izn Colleze", ‘

-4 Adwmits thet th&‘dinistcriul Couw: 2il for thy Defense of the Reieh
issued numercuas decrcc “wws between 1 Sestember snd 1 Decerber 1939, but
‘statces 'that the councii did not meet thereafter but passed on laws which
were circulated to its aembers,

witnuss ada1ts ru890151blllty zor zll luas pnssed by the cablnet

Ministor o1 Ec::ouica in 1958, Aﬂmlts formulat1u5 and lsquinu dccree
b laws eliminating Jews Irom the economic lifc of the Reich. Witness wus
interrogated as to a long list of discriminatory “aws pertaining to Jews
and zdmits that e knew of practically a1l of' th . :nd approved of those

' passed after he became Ministcr of Economics. Si:tes that he is respon-
H/\'siblc along with the other Ministers for the discerimination against the
JJcows reficcted by these 1aws, Adiaits thet the Jcws were practically
‘plaves and that he did not 'Tresign as ‘iinister bucause he was afraid he
‘might be put into a concentration campe. Adrits thot he held himsclf out
0 ¥he public as approving of. all the chish discriminatory laws although
pe says that in his heart he was-not in favor of all of them. He approved
of tho procedurc against the Jews becnusc Hitlor desired thu same.

NOTE: Witness broke down and dcat bitterly on several occasions
during the interrogation as to the quish ouestion. “ltnou;h hoe admits




