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Speer joined the Wazi party in 1931, (1) In 1932 he

was commissioned to remodel the oerlin wau offices and other ber-

N

lin party buildings. (2) In 1937 he was made General Inspector

G

of Building for the Reich capital, vias given the honorary title
of frofessor, and awarded the Golden Badge of Lionor of the party;l
- i
portflotte wrear. (4) Lln february 1942 he succeeded Fritz Todt
&s Keich ~inister for srmaments and iunitions, and chief of the
Organization Todt. (5) In March 1942 he was appointed Ueneral
Llenipotentiary for the sarmaments Office on the Board of the
Four ¥Year +lan. (8) 2y may 1942 the functions of the wrmaments
Office of the Oil had been transfsrred to ospeer, (7) and in
weptenber 1943 he was entrusted by f2itler with the entire German
war produetion for the auration of hogtilities as Reich winister
for armaments and w.r Prcduction. wpeer's high position in the ‘
party hierarchy is reflected by the fact 'that he was chief of the'
main Uffice for sngineering (mauptamt fur Technik) of the INSDAP, |
one of the twelve supreme party authorities. (9) ke was also
Oberbafehlsleiter of the Nw-bund Deutscher Technik, an "affili-
ated" orzanization of the LSDAP, which represented a virtually
compulsory organization of all Geriian engineers. (10)
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1. «. cuief of Uerman war production, Speer made a major’

contribution to the «wvazis' struggle to retaln their domination

sponsibility for the organized industrial
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Speer shares r
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spoilation of occupled territorics. (12)
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'3, AS admnistrative head of the Organization 'Jet Speer

S responsible on the highest |evel for the conscription and

ilization of |abor obtained from occupied countries, and used,

nter alia, for construction work in connection with the opera-
<taons of the German arny. (13) This responsibility extends al so
-t 0 the barbarous and inhunman treatnent (14) of Alied nationals
Aenpl oyed in this para-mlitary organization.

, 4, Under the basic decrees establishing and enlarging his
Ajurisdiction Speer exercized extensive powers in connection with
.the utilization of manpower, including slave labor (15) in Gernmany
"and occupi ed Europe. (16) agencies of the -peer mnistry stated
manpower requirenents' for Gernman industry to Saukel. (17) opaer'i
‘allocation engineers enforced the barbarous speed-up systemin
;.%erman industry under which foreign workers were overworked and
o'often cruelly exploited (18) Speer 's representative negoti ated
w t hfohl (Chief of the SS Wrtshafts-Verwal tungs Hauptant) for
the enpl oynent of concentration canp victins for German produc-
plon. (19).



