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Speer joined the Nazi party in 1931. (1) In 1932 he 

was comraissioned to remodel the oerlin ^au offices and other Ber­

lin party buildings, (2) In 1937 he was made General Inspector 

of Building for the Reich capital, was given the honorary title 

of Professor, and awarded the Golden Badge of Honor of the party.*« 

(3) In October 1939 he organized the Baustab opeer and the Trans-' 

portflotte opeer. (4) In February 1942 he succeeded Fritz Todt 

as Reich minister for armaments and munitions, and chief of the 

Organization Todt. (5) In March 1942 he was appointed General 

Plenipotentiary for the r̂raaments Office on the Boara of the 

B'our ̂ "ear J-Ian. (6) By ̂ ay 1942 the functions of the armaments 

Office of the QK7»< had been transferred to opeer, (7) and in 

September 1943 he was entrusted by &itler with the entire German 

war production for the duration of hostilities as Reich minister 

for firmaments and B..r Production, opeer's high position in the 

party hierarchy is reflected by the fact that he was chief of the 

**ain Office for Engineering tHauptamt für Technik) of the NSDAP, 

one of the twelve supreme party authorities. (9) Be was also 

Oberbefehlsleiter of the BTo-BUnd Deutscher Technik, an "affili­

ated" organization of the IJSDAP, which represented a virtually 

compulsory organization of all German engineers. (10) 

1. *j Ouiaf of German war production, Speer made a major 

contribution to the Nazis' struggle to retain their domination 

of Europe, (ll) 

2. Speer shares responsibility for the organized industrial 

spoliation of occupied territories. (12) 
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:'3. AS administrative head of the Organization 'Jtedt Speer 

S; responsible on the highest level for the conscription and 

ilization of labor obtained from occupied countries, and used, 

nter alia, for construction work in connection with the opera-

<taons of the German army. (13) This responsibility extends also 

?to the barbarous and inhuman treatment (14) of Allied nationals 

^employed in this para-military organization. 

, 4, Under the basic decrees establishing and enlarging his 

^jurisdiction Speer exercized extensive powers in connection with 

.the utilization of manpower, including slave labor (15) in Germany 

"and occupied Europe. (16) agencies of the -peer ministry stated 

manpower requirements' for German industry to Saukel. (17) opaer'i 

'allocation engineers enforced the barbarous speed-up system in 

;.uerman industry under which foreign workers were overworked and 

•'often cruelly exploited (18) Speer 's representative negotiated 

withfohl (Chief of the SS Wirtshafts-Verwaltungs Hauptamt) for 

the employment of concentration camp victims for German produc-
• 

plon. (19). 


